WAAIME Scholarship Reviewer Onboarding FAQs

1. Who is WAAIME?
WAAIME is a Division of the Society for Mining, Metallurgy & Exploration (SME). Our vision is
to invest in students of all ages to help address workforce challenges in the extractive
industries.  

2. Do I need experience or special skills to become a WAAIME scholarship reviewer?
No prior experience is required. You will receive training and ongoing support throughout the review process.

3. How much time will it take to be a WAAIME scholarship reviewer?
a. The estimated time commitment is 5 – 10 hours, but you can communicate your availability with the Scholarship Chair.

4. What is the reviewer process?
· Applications are submitted and managed through www.waaime.org. 
· Reviewers log in to view the scholarships assigned to them.
· Assistance is available at any time, including help with your first application review. 

5. What is the WAAIME scholarship timeline?
· December: New reviewer onboarding
· Login credentials and detailed instructions provided
· January 1 – 25: Applications are open
· Applications are assigned and communicated to reviewers as they are submitted.
· January 30: Reference deadline
· February 10: All reviews must be completed

6. I’m going on vacation the first week of February. Can I still be a reviewer?
No. Please wait for a year when you can be fully available January–February for reviews,
interviews, and follow-up.

7. Who is a typical WAAIME scholarship recipient?
Recipients are:
· Students from 2nd semester freshmen through master’s level.
· Declared in an Earth Science major or working in extractive industries
· Student members of one of the AIME sister societies:
· AIST (Association for Iron & Steel Technology)
· SME (Society for Mining, Metallurgy & Exploration)
· SPE (Society of Petroleum Engineers)
· TMS (The Minerals, Metals and Materials Society)

8. How much money does WAAIME award each year?
In 2025, WAAIME awarded $365,000 in scholarships domestically to 197 students across 20 universities and $60,000 to our international sections in Peru, Chili and Mexico for a total of $425,000.
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